30 years of Aquatic Warbler conservation in Poland

Involvement of OTOP in protection and conservation
of the species
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* 1990 - The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds - Wings over Europe project

How everything started?

* 1991 — The-Polish Society for Protection of Birds registered
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Organizacje wspicrajace

International Council for Bird Preservation (ICBP)
Micdzynarodowa Rada Ochrony Plakdw

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB)
Krilewskic Towarzystwo Ochrony Pakéw
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OTOP focus on IBA and Aquatic Warbler

PTAKI "
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BIULETYN OGOLNOPOLSKIEGO
TOWARZYSTWA OCHRONY PTAKOW

NIE TYLKO WODNICZKA
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Aqguatic Warbler on Chetm Marshes
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Notes on Discussion re Polish IBA No. 081. Held at The Institute of
Biology, University Marii Curie - Sklodowskiej, Lublin, Poland 24 May 1991

In attendance:

UMCS
ICBP
ICBP (RSPB)

Jaroslaw Krogulec

Richard Grimmett

Kevin Standring

1. It was agreed that the memorandum from ICBP to Dr Z Krzeminski at
MOSZNiL should address three areas of importance:

(a) urgent actions necessary to protect the marshes at Chelm from

further serious damage;

(b) OTOP's position and objectives; and
CARBONATE MARSHES NEAR CHELM

(c) recommended objectives for the IUCN funded study.
] 7 3
(Management plan - map supplement)
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POLAKD CHELM volv, b

) " - ol = .,' Prepared by
Torfowiska wgglanowe k0o Chelma "
1 500 ha L‘ Dr. Jaroslaw Krogulec

(Carbonste marshes near Chels)

=

0501

Fundusze
Europejskie Polska Fundusz Spéjnosc

SO0 OWISKO

| | i
Rzeczpospolita Unia Europejska ‘ o0 SD ﬁ .
=== Veop

FUKcura

nrre




Aqguatic Warbler on Chetm Marshes - Btota Serebryskie

- WNIOSEK O UDZIELENIE DOTACJI EKOFUNDUSZU

1. TYTUL PROJEKTU: OCHRONA TORFOWISK WEGLANOWYCH KOtO CHELMA
2. WNIOSKODAWCY:

- Fundacja IUCN Poland, ul. Narbutta 40/21, 02-541 Warszawa (koordynacja) - Hanna
Piasecka, tel/fax: 493 4M

- Ogébinopolskie Towarzystwo Ochrony Ptakow, Gdarisk - Magdalena Remisiewicz, tel/fax:
058 412 693

- Urzad Wojewddzki w Chetmie - Janusz Holuk, Wojewdbdzki Konserwator Przyrody, tel: 082
55 211 wewn. 225,

1994

A
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Aquatic Warbler on Chetm Marshes

Project budget: 3 bilion PLN! ©
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Aqguatic Warbler on Chetm Marshes - Btota Serebryskie

- Vegetation changed from Cladium mariscus dominance (in I i o

1971 before drainage) to Molinia caerulea stands with little
Cladium mariscus in 1998.

- After rewetting -in 2016 Cladium mariscus rushes covered
already again some 130 ha

-In 1997 only 9 s.m. were recorded in the Cladium mariscus
patches of the eastern part.

- During census in 2009 already 62 s.m. were recorded: 16 in the
eastern part and 46 in the western part.

- The most recent full census in 2014 yielded 118 s.m. (48 in the
eastern and 70 in the western part, respectively).
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Action Plan for the Aquatic Warbler in Europe — Ruda Milicka 1993

ACTION PLAN FOR THE AQUATIC WARBLER
(Acrocephalus paludicola) IN EUROPE

Compiled by: BORJA HEREDIA (BirdLife International, U K)
ith contributions from:

N. I. Crockford (Roval Society for the Protection of Birds, UK.)
B. Czeraszkiewicz (Szczecin Omithological Station, Poland)

A, Dvrcz (University of Wroclaw, Poland)

M. Flade (Landesanstalt fiir Grosschutzgebiete, Germany)

I Gorban (L'viv University, Ukraine)

A_ Gretton (BirdLife International, U X}

L. Halupka (University of Wroclaw, Poland)

5. Konvhis (Hortobigy National Park, Hungary)

G. Kovacs (Hortobagy National Park, Hungarv)

J. Erogulec (University Marie-Curie Sklodowskiej, Poland)

C. Martin-Novella (BirdLife International, U.K.)

M. Niziol (Institute of Biology, Lublin, Poland)

D. Ochrymiuk (Péknonopodlaskie Towarzystwo Ochrony Ptakow, Poland)
E. Raneszek (Milicz, Poland)

Y. Ravkin (Biological Institute, Novosibirsk, Russia)

Y. Salyga (L'viv University, Ukraine)

N. Schiffer (Vogelwarte Radolfzell, Germanv)

K. Schulze-Hagen (Germany)

K. Standring (Rovyal Society for the Protection of Birds, UK.)

I. Szostakowski (Ogolnopolskie Towarzystwo Ochrony Ptakow, Poland)
J. Viksne (Latvian Omithological Society)

Z. Waliczkv (BirdLife International, UK.}

Timetable

Workshop: March 1993 - Ruda Milicka, Poland

First draft- March 1993
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Aquatic Warbler on Western Pomerania

(A > ; OGOLNOPOLSKIE TOWARZYSTWO OCHRONY PTAKGW
| POLISH SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF BIRDS ’7 /. 3
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PROJEKT OCHRONY ODSZARU WAZNEGO DLA PTAKOW
*Ka I
maj 139

Dyrcz A., Czeraszkiewicz R. 1993.Number, threats and conservation of breeding population of
Aquatic Warbler in Poland. Not. orn., 34: 231-246.
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Aquatic Warbler on Western Pomerania — OTOP reserve Karsiborska Kepa
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Aqguatic Warbler on Biebrza valley — first full census ever (1995 — 1997)
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Kiedy Jarostaw Krogulec zachgcat nas do wyjazdu
na badania do Biebrzanskiego Parku Narodowego
czyli nad Biebrzg, obiecujge rewelacje ornitologiczne,
sama Biebrza wydawala sie nam odlegla i jakby
nierealna, Mieli$my tam pojechaé, zamieszkad i
dzien w dzien poznawa¢ bagienne zakamarki, a
przede wszystkim liczy¢ wodniczki.

Bez zastanowienia zdecydowalismy sie na wyjazd.
Wszystko zaczglo si¢ 14 maja kiedy Pawel, Michat,
Andrzgj, Arek i ja wyruszyliSmy pociagiem 2 Lublina
do Gdanska. Nast¢pnego dnia rano stawilismy sie
w OTOPie gdzie Arek dostat kluczyki do shizbowego
samochodu. Zaraz potem ruszyliSmy w dalsza dro-
ge, ktorej celem byla wie$ nad Biebrza, o tajemni-
¢z0 brzmigeej nazwle - Eoje Awissa. Po dhugiej po-
drézy dojechalismy na miejsce, gdzie czekal juz
caly zespol. Jeszeze pojechalismy do Szostakéw,

Wodniczka 1ys. Tomasz Cofta

|
I Erogulec, J Kloskowski

. Wystepowanie, liczebnosc 1 wyblorczosc siedliskowa
wodniczki (derocephalus paludicela) w Polsce
w 1907 roku”.

Lublin, 1997

Kloskowski, J. & J. Krogulec 1999: Habitat selection of Aquatic Warbler Acrocepha-
lus paludicola in Poland: consequences for conservation of the breeding areas. Vogel-

welt 120: 113 - 120.
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BirdLife Aquatic Warbler Conservation Team - 1998

Aquatic Warbler Conservation Team 1999: World population, trends and conservation
status of the Aquatic Warbler Acrocephalus paludicola. Vogelwelt 120: 65 — 85.
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Aquatic Warbler CMS MoU Meeting - Minsk, Belarus 2003

ol

fﬁ Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species
UNEP of Wild Animals

MEETING TO FINALISE THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
AND ACTION PLAN CONCERNING CONSERVATION MEASURES FOR , . =W
THE AQUATIC WARBLER International Meeting to Finalise

the Memorandum of Unde £ ding and Action Plan

Minsk, Belarus, 28 April - I May 2003 | Concerning Conservation Mea¥slh for the Aquatic Warbler
M
'y . April 28
Annex to Minsk, Re

AMEAMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING CONCERNING
CONSERVATION MEASURES FOR THE
AQUATIC WARBLER (Acrocephalus paludicola)

ACTION PLAN FOR THE AQUATIC WARBLER
(Acrocephalus paludicola) IN EUROPE

basad on the Intemational Action Plan for the Aquatic Wardier (dcrocephaius paiudicoia) in
Euvrope, compilad by the Agquatic Warbler Conservation Team on behalf of BirdLife
Intemational, endorsad by the Europeaan Commission and adoptad by the Council of Europe.
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E",‘g] Fundusze Rzeczpospolita Unia Europejska SD N
/L} EUFOpeJSK'e Polska Fundusz Spojnosci [ g — U
[”;{L'J nfrastruktura i Srodowisko I tcp



Aquatic Warbler MoU Meetings - Belarus 2003, Germany 2006
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Aquatic Warbler MoU Meetings -Goniadz (PL)2010, Vente (LT) 2015

Intemational Species Action Plan for
Species Action Plan for the the Aquatic Warbler Acrocephalus paludicola

Aquatic Warbler
Acrocephalus paludicola

Prepared by
gust 2008
(revised version of the fir n:;x:; Plan from September 1995) ))\
BirdLife
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“".»,Tree encroachiment

o Bush encroachment

’y,.

5
Y

o Reed encroachment

-‘ ¥ "

o Mosalc of oper’i and forested ha_bltat

Total N ey g v e il _j‘ 15 151 ha
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Project ,Conserving of Aquatic Warbler in Poland and Germany
(2005-2012)

/ / “ G‘:cpg .

Polish Society
for the Protection of Birds

in partnership with

~
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The Royal Society for the North-Podlassie Society for Western Pomeranian
Protection of Birds Bird Protection Ornithological Society
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LIFE project planning workshop , B
Miedzyzdroje February 2004 ‘
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Facilitating Aquatic Warbler
(Acrocephalus paludicola) habitat
management through sustainable

systems of biomass use

AN APPLICATION FOR FUNDING

AN APPLICATION FOR FUNDING
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Effects of first LIFE project

New technology

for mowing:

Since the project start
now it is possible to
mow large of peatlands
and to collect the
biomass
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Effects of first LIFE project

Solutions — economic incentives

Agri-environment schemes targeted at the habitat of the Aquatic
Warbler and other fen mire breeding birds are being
implemented since 2009

AES providing the funding needed to maintain suitable habitat
management of fens.




_r.“i Bietiza WP border; 59 223 ha
mead

| Land bought by BNP during LIFE project:
6335 ha overall, of these ca. 553 ha in the
Lower Basin, of these ca. 479 ha has boan
subject to management
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Effect of mowing on productivity in the
endangered Aquatic Warbler Acrocephalus
paludicola

JUSTYNA KUBACKEA, STEFFEN OFPEL, ANDRZE] DYRCZ, LARS LACHMANN,
1. PEDRO DUARTE BARROS DA COSTA, ULLA KAIL and WANDA ZDUNEEK

Summary

The Aquatic Warbler Acrocephals paludicoln is a globally threarened habitar specialise that
Tireedsin apen fens in Central and Eastern Europe. Because bush and reed encroachment threaten
many suitable bresding areas, habiaat management is necessary 1o maintain the open wetlands
that Aquatic Warklers require for nesting. The effectivenses of mowing as habitar management
has £a bar coly been assessed by counting che number of singing males. To assees whether mow.
ing aleo affecred viral repreduction paramecers, we analysed Aquatic Warkler productivity in the
Bichrza Mational Park, Paland, on plots in four different succsssional stages after mowing. Cur
study shawed that producrivity was Jowese in the first year afer mewing, bur increased ta the
highest levels in the secand year after mowing, The productivity differences between areas ar dif-
ferent stages after mowing resuleed from differences in nest density, since we found lile evie
dence far an effect of mowing oa nest survival ar the number of fledglings produced per successful
nest. Nest survival was highly variable berwesn vears and varied mostly with nest age and nest
initiation date. The density of singing males was pesitively correlared with boch the nest densicy
and the number of fedglings produced in an area, suggesting thar chis mﬂemﬂ:ummulrlh
used to rank the quality of Aquatic Warbler habitats, ¥ resommend that in mesatrophic fen
mires, such as the Bichrza valley, mowing as habint management is applied lass frequently than
every secand pear

Introduction

The Aquatic Warbler Acrocephafus paludicel i a glebally threatened cacine species, with a warld
popalation estimared ar 1020014 200 singing males as of zoo1-zcoy (Hade and lachmann
2008, Otnee widsspread, it became extinet in Western Europe during the zoth century and
hae declined dramatically in Central Eurcpe, which taday holde all of it population (BirdLife
hmmmm-l 23], T'Ixman reasen for this declios has been Lass of bresding hakitat [Aquaric

specialist, breeding in broad lowland river

nﬂu]lhcleﬂgefu: ‘mires, wich water depth 1—xa cm.

Mose n{mhﬂmm are semi-narural mdhmuny cenruries relisd salely on eradirional, extensive
agriculrural practices {Kozulin and Flade 1509, Flade and Lachmann z008). The major threars o
its brseding habitat used ta be drainage and imtensification of agriculrural use; howewer, today
the main threat ie sbandanment of land use and sutraphication (Flade and Lachmann 2008).
Diseantinued land uze can lead to expansicn of reeds and shrake, which haz been chserved o be
negarively associated with the number of singing males occupying an area (Kloskowski and
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Mowing effects on Aquatic Warbler productivity
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Bubndow SPA )
1 Mumbers of Aquatic Warbler singing males im Chetdm Cal-
(POleSkI NP) careous Marshes and Bubndw Marsh 5P8s im successive
wears of project duraticon
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Wskaznik liczebnosci populacji

n'a
1500 1 I I I I

2009 2010 2011 202 2013 2014

Mumbers of Aquatic Warbler singing males in all locations I 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
of the project.
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Ogolnopolskie Towarzystwo Ochrony Ptakow

Jaroslaw Krogulec, Bernadetta Wolczuk

Analiza mozliwosci polaczenia wschodniej i zachodniej populacji wodniczki
Acrocephalus paludicola w Polsce poprzez odtworzenie zdegradowanych
siedlisk wodniczki na obszarze rozgraniczajacym te populacje
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Raport z realizacji projektu

Marki k. Warszawy, listopad 2014
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Project ,Strengthening the south-eastern metapopulation of
Aquatic Warbler Acrocephalus paludicola in Poland”
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LIFE20 NAT/PL/001436

Proposal Title: Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services resToration TRAnsition DEsign System
L . . . . Project acronym: BestTrades, Topic: LC-GD-7-1-2020- Restoring biodiversity and ecosystem services.
LIFE Nature and Biodiversity project application List of participants:

Language of the proposal: 1 TUNG INSTYTUT UPRAWY NAWOZENIA I GLEBOZNAWSTWA, PANSTWOWY

INSTYTUT BADAWCZY

English (en)

Project title:

Conservation of Aquatic Warbler (Acrocephalus paludicola) - missing links to save the global population
Project acronym:

LIFE_link_paludicola
The project will be implemented in the following Member State(s) and Region(s) or other
countries:
Germany Brandenburg
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern
Poland Lubelskie Pilot Site 2 - Karsiborska Kepa
Kujawsko-Pomorskie
Wielkopolskie
Zachodniopomorskie
Ukraine All regions

Expected start date: 01/09/2021 Expected end date: 30/12/2026 OTOP Pilot Sites
123 Side effect area
[ Pilot site area

LIST OF BENEFICIARIES

0 1 2 3 6km Pilot Site 1 - Hanna river valley
]

Name of the coordinating beneficiary: Polish Society for Protection of Birds — —
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