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Polesie 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e5/Polesia_map_-_topography.jpg 2 



Biebrza National Park 

Polesie National Park:  
• 13,5 % Eastern Poland 

population  

• 3,7 % world population  

The most important areas of occurrence of Aquatic Warbler Acrocephalus paludicola in Poland 
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Typical breeding habitat - Bubnów Marsh (the carex plant dominates) 
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Typical breeding habitat - Bubnów Marsh (the Cladonias and Phragites plant dominates) 
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Typical breeding habitat 
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Distribution of singing males in Polesie National Park in 2018 

Grzywaczewski  2018 
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Changing of singing males numbers 
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1st stream arrival - 
average interval 
between 1st and 
2nd brood:41 days 

2nd stream arrival - 
average interval 
between 1st and 2nd 
brood: 39 days 



Lublin Coal Basin: serious risk 
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Exploration license 
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Exploration license 
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Bagno Bubnów 

Bagno Staw 

Polesie National 
Park 
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Forms of nature protection 
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Bubnów and Staw Marhes and drilling tower 
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Global Mineral Prospects. Balamara (http://balamara.com.au/sawin - access 16/03/2021) 
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Global Mineral Prospects. Balamara (http://balamara.com.au/sawin - access 16/03/2021) 
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2017 year: hard coal miner celebrtion but the mine and the mainers are not here yet! 
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Protest w Kulczynie przeciwko powstaniu kopalni węgla kamiennego „Karolina”  
(http://chelm.naszemiasto.pl/artykul/protest-w-kulczynie-przeciwko-powstaniu-kopalni-
wegla,4598727,artgal,t,id,tm.html) 

Local protest against coal mine near the 
Polesie National Park in the Radio Lublin 
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2018: local press is interested  in enviromental problems 
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2019: local and regional protests against coal maining near the center of Polesie 
National Park 
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2019 r.: resolution of the  Faculty Biology and Biotechnology Maria Curie-Skłodowska University 
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2019: resolution of the  Polish Botanical Society  

23 



Internatiolna aspect – resolution of the Internatiolnal Mire Conservation Group 
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• conclusions  
In close proximity (about 15 km) to Polesie National Park there is 
Polish coal mine which still conducts exploring activity (from 1982) 
Australian investment is planned to be situated on the border of 
Polesie National Park. 
There is a serious risk of possible destruction of breeding habitats of 
AW 
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Conclusions  

• The plans for the exploitation of hard coal and the construction of a new 
hard coal mine on the border of Polesie National Park are great examples of 
the failure of nature conservation in the 21st century!  

• Polesie Nationl Park is one of the protected areas under the Ramsar 
Convention. The convention does not protect the Poleski National Park in 
any way.  

• In the nature protection law, changes should be made - forms of nature 
protection that protect nature on the surface of the ground, protected all 
nature, including inanimate nature under these forms of nature protection.  

• There is a legal conflict due to the fact that the nature protection law 
protects only "what is on the surface", whilst geological and mining law 
should be taken into account under the surface (Ustawa z dnia 9 czerwca 
2011 r. - Prawo geologiczne i górnicze Dz.U. 2011 nr 163 poz. 981).  
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Conclusion 

• We needs more data about problems protection of wetland 
birds. 

• Some aspects of the problem we presented in our  paper in 
Science journal:  

Grzywaczewski G., Kitowski I. 2019. Poland’s conflicting 
environmental laws. Science, 365 (6449):  134. DOI: 
10.1126/science.aax5830 
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Thank you for attention 
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