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CurrentCurrent distributiondistribution (2003)(2003)



Major habitat types -
 

Biebrza

Rich floodplain marshes in river valleys
 

:

-
 

open sedge fen mires, and

-wet marshy grasslands covered by high grass

and clumps of sedges

Population – 2693 – 2726 s.m.



Major habitat types – Lublin Polesie :

-calcareous marshes with Cladium mariscus, and

- wet marshy grasslands covered by high grass
and clumps of sedges

Population – 557 - 607 s.m.



Major habitat types – Western Pommerania

Seasonally flooded brackish marshes, reedbeds

Population – 70 – 79 (52-59) s.m.



Threats and limiting Threats and limiting 
factorsfactors

TheThe most most seriousserious threatthreat isis thethe progressiveprogressive 
secondarysecondary vegetationvegetation successionsuccession inin itsits openopen 
peatlandpeatland explainedexplained by by thethe followingfollowing factorsfactors::
loweringlowering ofof thethe groundground waterwater tabletable by by drainagedrainage
worksworks duringduring thethe XIXXIX--thth, , midmid XXXX--thth centurycentury land land 
reclamationreclamation (t(the annual net transition rate from open he annual net transition rate from open 
wetland to shrub in wetland to shrub in BiebrzaBiebrza NP is about 300 ha, or 0.5 NP is about 300 ha, or 0.5 
% of the BNP area% of the BNP area))
cessationcessation ofof mowingmowing, , grazinggrazing andand burningburning, , thethe
traditionaltraditional typestypes ofof land land useuse, , 



http://natura2000.mos.gov.pl/natura2000/index.php?lang=pl


72 72 SPASPA’’ss in in 
Poland covering Poland covering 
8% of the country8% of the country
OTOP Shadow OTOP Shadow 
List  List  -- 144 144 SPASPA’’ss
in Poland in Poland 
covering 15% covering 15% 
of the countryof the country

http://natura2000.mos.gov.pl/natura2000/index.php?lang=pl


Conserving 
Acrocephalus 
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in Poland 
and Germany



TotalTotal projectproject
budgetbudget: : 
6.243.725 6.243.725 EuroEuro
Project target Project target 

the breeding the breeding 
sites of 76% of sites of 76% of 
the EU species the EU species 
population.population.

Conserving Acrocephalus paludicola 
in Poland and Germany





Conserving Acrocephalus paludicola 
in Poland and Germany

The proposed actions include The proposed actions include 
different water management different water management 
works, clearance of the sites works, clearance of the sites 
from trees and scrubs and from trees and scrubs and 
establishing of regular establishing of regular 
mowing or extensive grazing mowing or extensive grazing 
An  array of innovative action An  array of innovative action 
are proposed: energetic use are proposed: energetic use 
of biomass from wetlands, of biomass from wetlands, 
feasibility of controlled feasibility of controlled 
burning as a potential burning as a potential 
management tool, new reed management tool, new reed 
harvesting methods.harvesting methods.





Conserving Acrocephalus paludicola 
in Poland and Germany

AAn emphasis is put on the n emphasis is put on the 
development and testing of development and testing of 
cost effective management cost effective management 
measures (agreements with measures (agreements with 
local land users) and local land users) and 
alternative sources of income alternative sources of income 
(thermo(thermo--energetic use of energetic use of 
biomass). biomass). 
Implementation of project Implementation of project 
activities (moving, supervision activities (moving, supervision 
of grazing) will be conducted of grazing) will be conducted 
by local people thus involving by local people thus involving 
them in active nature them in active nature 
conservation. The project will conservation. The project will 
aim to develop agroaim to develop agro--
environmental schemes for environmental schemes for 
traditional farmers.traditional farmers.



Conserving Acrocephalus paludicola 
in Poland and Germany

In order to stop plant In order to stop plant 
succession and  conserve succession and  conserve 
open nonopen non--forest wetland the forest wetland the 
Management Plan envisages Management Plan envisages 
moving of an area of 32, 562 moving of an area of 32, 562 
ha, including 8,000 ha where ha, including 8,000 ha where 
bushes will be removed first.bushes will be removed first.
To improve hydrological To improve hydrological 
conditions, 26 dams have conditions, 26 dams have 
been built in ditches to date.been built in ditches to date.
The existing ditches will be The existing ditches will be 
blocked along their length at blocked along their length at 
the site by dumping biomass the site by dumping biomass 
into ditches in course of into ditches in course of 
vegetation moving actionvegetation moving action..





Conserving Acrocephalus paludicola 
in Poland and Germany

One of the aims of the project One of the aims of the project 
is to test, develop and lobby is to test, develop and lobby 
for a new for a new agriagri--environmental environmental 
schemes, which would benefit schemes, which would benefit 
Aquatic warbler habitat. Aquatic warbler habitat. 

Schemes will be tested and Schemes will be tested and 
recommended for the recommended for the 
management of wet meadows management of wet meadows 
and mires.and mires.



Active land Active land 
management is management is 
planned on 1228 ha, planned on 1228 ha, 
812 ha of these need 812 ha of these need 
to be bought.to be bought.



InternationalInternational Biosphere Reserve Biosphere Reserve 
West PolesieWest Polesie

http://www.unesco.org/


U N E S C OU N E S C O 

Man and the Biosphere (MAB) ProgrammeMan and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme 
Meeting for the establishment of a Polesie Meeting for the establishment of a Polesie transboundarytransboundary 

Biosphere Reserve and  Regional Ecological Network in Belarus, Biosphere Reserve and  Regional Ecological Network in Belarus, 
Poland and Ukraine.Poland and Ukraine. 

TurowTurow, Belarus, September 2004, Belarus, September 2004



SPA PLB 060002 “Chełm Marshes”



ECOFUND
POLISH DEBT FOR ENVIRONMENT 

SWAP

Management plan for SPA PLB 060002 “Chełm Mrashes”

Any conservation activities without long term site management plAny conservation activities without long term site management plan an 
may be erratic and have little actual effect on habitat may be erratic and have little actual effect on habitat 
and Aquatic Warblerand Aquatic Warbler



ChelmChelm
 

marshesmarshes
 

--
 

oold, but still effective ld, but still effective 
drainage systemdrainage system





Thank you!
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