Metapopulation of Aquatic Warbler in Belarus:
small breeding sites
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Vegetation maps
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Peatlands with considerably
disturbed or fully destroyed
vegetation
12,4%

Peatlands overgrowing
with trees and bushes
10,8%

Stable forests
41,4%

Peatlands with natural
or slightly disturbed
vegetation
14,6%

Loses of forests

with subsequent “
Forests on peatlands,

renewal Loses of forests which were previously
1,8% in recent years open (in 1985)
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Dynamics of peatland

ecosystems in Belarus
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AW breeding sites in Belarus
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w At present there are only 3 key Aquatic Warbler
breeding sites{vanie¢cSporavaand Dzikojg left
in Paliessiegegion, holdincc. 2 750- 5 200
singing males (years 2C-2013).

w The rest of the national population breeds at 5
permanent sites with low number®givin
Prostyr~ 6 I, {N$ N&hH {6 D A)aesultidg in
100- 200 males and at 7 suboptimal sites
holding 50100 males in total.

So, altogether 15 breeding sites were hosting
2 90C-5 500 singing males in the years 2910
2013.



Small breeding sites

During the last decade a number of conservation projects and
monitoring actions were implemented at the 3 key breeding sites of
the species. At the same time most of the medium and small
breeding sites/localities have not been monitored since 20004.
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crucial habitat changes at some of them located outside of protected
areas.




Habitat change

The canal and dam were built through
SporavdBielaje

52.416444, 25.163173
14 singing males in 2012.
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Habitat change

Peat extraction came as close as
350 mto

~ 6 I/ ONdzOK | OA 6 &
52.757015, 25.930071

8 singing males in 2010
0 singing males in 2014

~O0l/NIFONRYeaT
52.788122, 25.777139

29-44 singing males in 2010

0 singing males in 2013 and 2014
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Habitat change

There are plans for peat extraction at
Dzitva

53.774536, 25.200663
2 singing males in 2010 and 2018




Importance
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Considering that there are less than
50 breeding sites in the world, even
small and medium sites have
particular importance securing
connectivity between the key areas.

Additionally, in accordance with the
International Species Action Plan
(2010) full national protection must
be given to AW sites (action 1.1.,
time-scale: short, priority: essential)



Priority measures

1. Monitoring of numbers and distributiorof the species at all
known small and medium breeding sites. Mapping of all singing
males, updating site borders, recording of main habitat
parameters.

2. Based on monitoring datareparing (updating) passportfor
all the localities occupied by the species. Passports and
protection certificates prescribe a regime of land use needed
for the conservation of Aquatic Warbler.

3. Submitting passports and protection certificatds regional
environmental inspections of the Ministry of Environment







