Symposium "Source areas and stepping stones
in Aquatic Warbler conservation™

LIFE projects for Aquatic Warbler conservation
in Spain

Eugenio de las Heras y David Miguelez
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This initiative is co-financed the
European Union life programme
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PREVIOUS SPANISH LIFE PROJECTS

LIFE 2002 NAT/E/8616 Conservation of the aquatic warbler in the ZEPA Nava-
Campos developed in La Nava lagoon
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LIFE Paludicola “Habitat restoration for the spring
and autumn migration of the Aquatic Warbler
(Acrocephalus paludicola) in the Iberian Peninsula’

This initiative is co-financed
the European Union life
7 programme
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Paludicola,

Beneficiarios:
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PROYECTO LIFE PALUDICOLA

LIFE PALUDICOLA «LIFE 16 NAT/ES/000168»

Beneficiaries: Fundacion Global Nature & Junta de Castilla y Ledn

Budget: 1.550.968 € (75 % UE)
Execution period: 1/10/2017 — 31/12/2020 (39 months)

Cofinanciers: Fundacion Biodiversidad, Comunidad Valenciana,
Ayuntamiento de Torreblanca, INFERTOSA, S.A, Naturgy y Santander
Consumer Finance

Colaborators: Junta de Comunidades de Castilla La Mancha

Beneficiarios: Cofinanciadores:

Con el apoyo de:

Colabora:

. e !
FUNDACION EB Ju d Tl AJUNTAMENT DE U
GLOBAL NATURE & nta \\ TORREBLANCA

Castilla y Leo ]NFERTOS\ "“"“‘“‘m’" SpEEs Castilla-La Mancha
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(Acrocephalus paludicola) in'the Iberian Peninsula

ACTION AREAS

Leon 2 e
7 -
ﬂ K Palencia &;f
L g
Castilla y Ledn -t
% L ~ Torreblanca
Pedraza { Cabanes «
de Campos
Castellon
Valladolid ‘ b « Comunidad
: <2 4 Valenciana
V Sagunto
Castilla - La Mancha & Pucal o)
Silla
Cuenca
e X
s Valencia
Mota de.l Cuervo
SNy e Oliva »
Villafranca de.los Weros . s d 3 o~ Pega .o
Ciudad Real £ Alicante

ZONAS DE ACTUACION

* Castilla y Leon

ZEPA LA NAVA - Campos Norte
ZEC Laguna de La Nava

ZEPA LA NAVA - Campos Sur
9 Laguna de Boada de Campos
6 Laguna de Pedraza de Campos

» Castilla - La Mancha
ZEC-ZEPA Humedales de la Mancha

O Laguna de Manjavacas
6 Laguna Chica de Villafranca de los Caballeros

* Comunidad Valenciana
Q LIC-ZEPA Prat de Cabanes-Torreblanca

O ZEC-ZEPA Marijal dels Moros
@) vLic-zepar abufera
9 ZEC-ZEPA Marjal de Pego-Oliva




ACTIONS AND EXTENSION OF THE PROJECT

LIFEL6 NAT/ES/000168 - C3

(&)
"-..a; TIMETABLE
: ] Action 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
o Acti
< fon Name of the action I (Hn I 0 (0 (i m i n((ngr e nmmpiv v
@ numbe|
£ A. Preparatory actions, elaboration of management plans and/or of action plans
w © Al Protocolo de coordinacidn de las acciones del proyecto y charlas |
(=] a : informativas previas
g [ o B. Purchase/lease of land and/or compensation payments for use rights
e i g1 |Compra de 11 hectareas de parcelas perilagunares en el entorno de la EE BB BN N DD ENEIIN
© & "~ |laguna de Boada
=2 e C. Conservation actions
= © C.1 |Manejo de la vegetacion mediante pastoreo controlado EEEEE DN EEENII|NEN
. e E C.2 |Manejo de la vegetacion mediante siegas | HENE HENE HilN |
g Fo] C.3 |Control de la vegetacién por decapado [ | [ |
-5' feb C.4 |Plantaciones y revegetacian HE Hn 1N Hn
© ..'=_. cs Obras hidraulicas puntuales para la mejora de la inundacidn y gestién EE BN EE NN EEENINENN
- ) hidrica
g e C.6 |Control del visén americano L] [ I | L 1| 1m
U'.) E D. Monitoring of the impact of the project actions (obligatory)
E 8 D.1 |Indicadores de la estructura y diversidad vegetal Hl EEEEEEEEENEIINENERN
E_ ‘E D.2 |Seguimiento de las poblaciones de carricerin cejudo y especies asociadas Hnu H H N Hn
» % D.3 |Sistemna de Informacidn Geografica. SIG HE BN EEENEENENENINNNRN
-QC) o D.4 |Indicadores de evaluacidn de los servicios de los ecosistemas H HElIIENENN
: w D.5 |Indicadores de evaluacién del impacto socioecondmico Hn I e
“C_) TBB E. Public awareness and dissemination of results (obligatory)
= E.1 |Comunicacion y divulgacion generales BB EEE NN NENENENINNNN
_:_9 % E.2 |Campafia de sensibilizacian local y escolar E B EEE BN EEENINENEN
el
© O E3 Elaboracidn de un documental y acuerdo de seguimiento con Television HE BN EEENEENENENINNNRN
3 E N Espafnola
"&; é E.4 |Trabajo en red con otros proyectos. Networking EEEEE NN NNl HENEN
o b je . bli
g F. Project management (obligatory)
;o "
= > F.1 |coordinacién general BERO 0000 00000000000NEs
8 =
'_6 'E £ Elaboracién del borrador de “Estrategia Nacional para la Conservacion del E NN EEII|EE NN
©. O ’ Carricerin Cejudo” y del Plan de Comunicacion posterior a LIFE
= F3 |Auditoria 00000000
F.4 |Comité de seguimiento H|E | | H
Medicion de indicadores especificos del proyecto (Project performance | HE NI EENN
F.5 p proy ] P
' indicators)




PURCHASE OF PLOTS AROUND BOADA LAGOON

Fuentes

de Nava
Laguna de Lfall\‘lava
'l.{mr‘l S
N N-&10 CJ'.J'IOH)_O(.'D
i Mazarego|
La Nava de Pedraza
Laguna‘ie Boada d

W

Jeneses’ SITUACION GENERAL

\‘/

Simbologia

m Cubeta lagunar

Propiedad (poligono y parcela)
FGN: LIFE Paludicola

FGN: previa a LIFE Paludicola

B Ayuntamiento de Boada

:l Titularidad privada

0 100 200 300 400 500

m

SIG Fundacién Global Nature, 2021
Proyeccion cartografica: ETRS 89 ZONA 30N

Créditos de capa de servicios: Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin,
Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO, USGS, FAO, NPS,
NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance Survey, Esri
Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), () OpenStreetMap
contributors, and the GIS User Community

LAGUNA DE BOADA, BOADA DE CAMPOS (PALENCIA, CASTILLA Y LEON) Q R

TITULARIDAD DE LOS TERRENOS INCLUIDOS EN LA CUBETA LAGUNAR SLORA. haTlRe
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PURCHASE OF PLOTS AROUND BOADA LAGOON
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Warbler (Acrocephalus paludicola) in the Iberian Peninsula
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REED CUTTING. Amphibious machine
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VEGETATION CONTROL BY TOPSOIL REMOVAL

5 ha removed
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PLANTING HERBACEOUS SPECIES AND BUSH GROVES
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HYDRAULIC WORKS FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF FLOODING AND
WATER MANAGEMENT
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Estudio sobre indicadores de la estructura'y
diversidad vegetal en las lagunas de Boada de
Campos, Pedraza de Campos y La Nava (Palencia).
Life Paludicola.
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MONITORING OF AQUATIC WARBLER ACROSS PROJECT SITES

Coastal wetlands of the Comunidad Valenciana:
Prenuptial passage 40 aquatic warblers captured.

on the Inland wetlands of Castilla-La Mancha:
Mediterranean coast 2 aquatic warblers captured.

and post-nuptial _ 0
passage in the Inland wetlands of Castillay Ledn:

Iberian inland. 109 aquatic warblers captured.
Campaigns 2018,
2019y 2020 It represents the 50,8% of the whole aquatic warbler

captures in Spaln in the period 2018- 2020
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Warbler (Acrocephalus paludicola) in the Iberian Peninsula




MONITORING OF AQUATIC WARBLER ACROSS PROJECT SITES

Historical data of the ACROLA index during the postnupcial passage in La Nava
lagoon. 2018-2020
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MONITORING OF AQUATIC WARBLER ACROSS PROJECT SITES

Historical data of the percentage of juveniles during the postnupcial passage in
La Nava lagoon. 2018-2020

1,
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MONITORING OF AQUATIC WARBLER ACROSS PROJECT SITES

ACROLA index values during the postnuptial passage in the wetlands of the
Iberian inland (Castilla-La Mancha). 2018-2020

0,8
2018

0.6 H 2019
<
6' m 2020
x
8: 0,4 ——
- 0,2 —

0 ;
Laguna de Manjavacas Laguna Chica de Villafranca
Only two captures in three years of post- s
nuptial campaigns. N ,
Wetlands with very low water level LA o lmma o




MONITORING OF AQUATIC WARBLER ACROSS PROJECT SITES
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NATIONAL STRATEGY FOR THE AQUATIC WARBLER
CONSERVATION AND AFTER-LIFE CONSERVATION PLAN

v'Records database creation and whole bibliography compilation of the species in Spain
v'Survey to managers and its conservation experts in each autonomy.

v'Request to category change, inclusion as Vulnerable in the National Catalog of
Threatened Species

v'Scientific technical bases for the conservation of the aquatic warbler in Spain that
includes the situation of the aquatic warbler in each Autonomous Community.

v'National conservation strategy for the aquatic warbler draft

v'Development of an Agro-environmental Program for the wetlands vegetation
management.
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Request to change from “Special Protection Regime in the List of Wild
Species” to “Vulnerable” in the National Catalog of Threatened

Species

Scientific argumentation model for proposals for inclusion, exclusion or change of
category of taxa in the List of Wild Species under Special Protection Regime or/in the

Spanish Catalog of Threatened Species

Worldwide situation f
- Decline in population size |
- Reduction of the distribution area I
Spanish situation %
Importance of the Iberian Peninsula | """e"'"g',f/:‘i.} ‘
- Postnuptial passage 1
- Prenuptial passage i £ |
e ==
?f it R v




NATIONAL STRATEGY FOR THE AQUATIC WARBLER
CONSERVATION AND AFTER-LIFE CONSERVATION PLAN

Bolle, 1854
- e— s Stenhouse, 1921
‘Berthelot.
gamcola Oenanthe Bechst. Auf dem“Zug_ Acrocephalus aquaticus. 17
- ylma aquatica Lath. Auf ,Canaria. —_———- , - :
nitvincemiile Tath 4 nm. enfaionta One was obiained on 22 Octolier ]luntli]n{_r p.‘lllﬂ(*“u scrub,
Cru 1903

—ELl'Sr. Cra dié cuenta del hallazcro de dos especies de aves
cazadas en el lago de la Albufera de Valencia, el Panwrus biar-
micus L., y el Calamolherpe aquatica O. des Murs.

Munn, 1921
63. Acrocephalus aquaticus. Aquatic Warbler.
Valverde, 1954 & pan 1 : :
Noted as occurring in the Albufera during the winter, but
valv., 1952. [ have no record of any seen in the summer.
P ) ; -
16=0ct. Lagower C cav ”~'
Acrocephallus aquaticus? - Me salen del regato central de la Laguna
unos 6 Acrocephalus. Solo veo bien uno, rayado. !'Y con una raya lim
pia Sagital! No lo creo schoenoboemus.

Bernis, 1954
293. Acrocephaius paludicola (Vieill.). CARRICERIN CEJUDO.

Sylvia paludicola Vieillot, Nouv. Dict. d'Hist. Nat., nouv. éd. XI,
p. 202 (1817 — Lorrena y Picardia).—SIN.: Calamodyta aquatlica Bp.
ex Lath.; Acrocephalus aquaticus auct. ex Lath.——MIGR.: Esp., Port.,
Bal.; rr. en Can..—Las cc. de cria en la Peninsula son inadmisibles.
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Total appointments
until 2019

3.159 entries

(captures+visuals)
(950 references)

3.053 different
individuals

217 wetlands

310 individuals

Habitat restoration for the sprin_g and autumn migration of the Aquatic

Warbler (Acrocephalus paludicola) in the Iberian Peninsula

T N S UM USSR NS TSN TR UM UM S S TEMMSR SRS ST SN SRS T S M UM SRS M TSR M NS UMM M S
T ot =
mamer samer same e e D e e SIS mIER SAEE TAEST DAERT NAEST DAER SAEST SAEE SAR SRR SRS SRS SAEST NIRRT SAEST SAEET MRS DAER SAES SAEE mme

Invernal period:
7 4 individuals

***

*
*
*

*
*
*

NATIONAL STRATEGY FOR THE AQUATIC WARBLER
CONSERVATION AND AFTER-LIFE CONSERVATION PLAN

Prenuptial passage:

Postnuptial passage:
2.735 individuals

Individuos totalas

> 150

16-50

6-15
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SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS

6 ornithological notes published in Ardeola magazine

5 scientific journal articles (4 published and 1 sent)

v'"Miguélez, D., Zumalacarregui, C., Guillem, A., Tirado, M., Marin, P., Piera, M., Polo, T., Monrés, J., Mompé, C. & Oliver, R.
2019. Importancia de los humedales del litoral valenciano para la migracion del carricerin cejudo Acrocephalus paludicola.
Nemus, 9: 118-127.

v'Miguélez, D., Velasco, T., Zumalacarregui, C., Sanchez, L. & Buendia, E. 2019. Situacién del carricerin cejudo Acrocephalus
paludicola en Castilla-La Mancha. Sabuco, 13: 89-113.

v'Miguélez, D. & Zumalacarregui, C. 2019. La migracio6 de la boscarla d’aigua Acrocephalus paludicola a les illes Balears.
Anuari Ornitogic de les Balears 2018, volumen 33. pp. 1-12. GOB. Palma.

v'Miguélez, D., Arroyo, J. L. & Zumalacarregui, C. 2020. Revisién del estatus del carricerin cejudo Acrocephalus paludicola en
Andalucia. Revista de la Sociedad Gaditana de Historia Natural.

v'Miguélez, D., Zumalacarregui, C. 2021. Caracteristicas del paso migratorio del carricerin cejudo Acrocephalus paludicola en
las Islas Canarias. Vieraea. Enviado.

2 communications and posters to congresses: VIl Iberian Congress and XXIV Spanish
Ornithology Congress:

v'"Miguélez, D. & Zumalacarregui, C. 2019. Origen y destino de los carricerines cejudos Acrocephalus paludicola que migran a
través de la peninsula Ibérica.

v'Zumalacarregui, C. & Miguélez, D. 2019. Los humedales del litoral mediterraneo ibérico claves para la migracion del
carricerin cejudo Acrocephalus paludicola.

1 MSc. final project

v Toca, S. L. 2020. Migracién del carricerin cejudo (Acrocephalus paludicola) en la peninsula Ibérica: factores que modulan
aspectos temporales y espaciales de la migracion prenupcial. Trabajo Fin de Master. Universidad de Valencia.



LOS HUMEDALES DEL LITORAL MEDITERRANEO IBERICO CLAVES PARA

LA MIGRACION DEL CARRICERIN CEJUDO ACROCEPHALUS PALUDICOLA
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(@ (IS ~d ! MIGRACION DEL CARRICERIN CEJUDO
I ‘.‘;; 0 I (ACROCEPHALUS PALUDICOLA) EN LA PENINSULA
-! Q q I IBERICA: FACTORES QUE MODULAN ASPECTOS
| : e A.0.B vol. 33. 2018: 1-11 DadelGL‘FFg CARBAJO "+ TEMPORALES Y ESPACIALES DE LA MIGRACION
I © ) I Tomas VELASCO TEJADA * PRENUPCIAL

] 3 . Carlos ZUMALACARREGUI MARTINEZ !
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TUTOR: JUAN SALVADOR MONRGS GONZALEZ

David Micutiez!, Carlos ZumaLacARREGUI?
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% 7y en paso prenupcial
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* First historical recorrd of a hunted bird in La Albufera in 1903.

SPANISH MEDI1

[ERRANEAN COAST
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en paso postnupcial
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@
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N

 Since then 356 individuals registered in 36 wetlands.
* 193 ringed, 162 visual records and 1 hunted.
 Aiguamolls de I'Emporda, Delta de I'Ebre, Marjal del Moro and La Albufera stand out.
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SPANISH MEDITERRANEAN COAST

Fenologiaanual

H observaciones visuales

capturas para anillamiento

1) 13| |5 |7) (9| 12 13 45 17 19 21 23 25 27 29 381 B3 B35 37 B9 41 43 45 47 49 b1 53 55 b7 b9 61 63 65 67 69 71 [713

enero febrero marzo abril mayo junio julio agosto septiembre | octubre | noviembre | diciembre

invernada paso prenupcial paso posnupcial invernada
pentada juliana - mes - periodo

70% of individuals registered in prenuptial passage. Maximum in April.
30% in postnuptial passage. Maximum in September.

Most of the individuals registered in the prenuptial passage in Spain, 89%, on the
Mediterranean coast.

Only 4% of the postnuptial passage in Spain recorded on the Mediterranean coast.

The historical percentage of juveniles in postnuptial passage is 80%.



O
—
-0
=2
o
<
D
o
o
(i
o
o
(=)
-
(1°]
S
2
S
. e
£
= |
b
=
(9
o
(s
(44
- O)
it
o
o
/2]
D
H -2
wld
S
i
s =
.o
Lo
©
e
(@]
b
(72}
[<}]
S
nd
{92
v
£
1)
5 L

B2
=
(72}

: L
<
(b

o
Loz,
©

T
D

=2
D

Lo

-

2

—_

s
(o]

£

=]

o
")
Q.
(72}
3

—
1

S
(<}
O
g
O

el
=

D

Ko
=

=

* %

SPANISH MEDITERRANEAN COAST
AUTUMN PASS

Very scarce passage, less important than prenuptial passage.
Aquatic warblers also chooses marshes on the Mediterranean coast.

The recent route discovered for the postnuptial passage through the north of the
Mediterranean, may imply that the wetlands of the Mediterranean coast can serve as an
entrance to the Iberian Peninsula. Thus, their presence in July-August is likely to be
underestimated and the real role these wetlands play is unknown, at least for
adults.

The specific campaign in NP El Hondo in August 2020 did not catch any aquatic
warbler.

The percentage of juveniles in postnuptial passage, 80%, similar to that registered in
other areas of the eastern third of the Peninsula where adult records are scarcer.



SPANISH MEDITERRANEAN COAST
SPRING PASS

» The numerous catches in the specific banding campaigns in the LIFE Paludicola
reflect that the importance of the Iberian Mediterranean coastal wetlands in the prenuptial
passage may have been underestimated.

* Chooses marshes on the Mediterranean coast

* The prenuptial campaigns indicate:

intermediate weight and fat parameters compared to Iberia and lower than in
France

and very low recapture rates.

» Mediterranean coastal wetlands are preferably used:
as stopping and resting areas during the day,
to a lesser extent to recharge energy reserves.

and that prenuptial migration is more direct between North African
wetlands and nursery areas
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