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LIFE projects for Aquatic Warbler conservation 

in Spain 

This initiative is co-financed the 

European Union life programme 

Symposium "Source areas and stepping stones 

in Aquatic Warbler conservation" 

Eugenio de las Heras y David Miguélez 



PREVIOUS SPANISH LIFE PROJECTS 

LIFE 2002 NAT/E/8616 Conservation of the aquatic warbler in the ZEPA Nava-

Campos developed in La Nava lagoon 

LIFE Waterway of Castilla LIFE 06 

NAT/E/000213 in 34 wetlands of this 

environmental corridor H
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LIFE Paludicola “Habitat restoration for the spring 

and autumn migration of the Aquatic Warbler 

(Acrocephalus paludicola) in the Iberian Peninsula” 

Con el apoyo de: Colabora: 

This initiative is co-financed 

the European Union life 

programme 

Beneficiarios: Cofinanciadores: 
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PROYECTO LIFE PALUDICOLA 

LIFE PALUDICOLA  «LIFE 16 NAT/ES/000168» 

Beneficiaries: Fundación Global Nature & Junta de Castilla y León 

Budget: 1.550.968 € (75 % UE) 

Execution period: 1/10/2017 – 31/12/2020 (39 months) 

Cofinanciers: Fundación Biodiversidad, Comunidad Valenciana, 

Ayuntamiento de Torreblanca, INFERTOSA, S.A, Naturgy y Santander 

Consumer Finance 

Colaborators: Junta de Comunidades de Castilla La Mancha 

Con el apoyo de: Colabora: 

Beneficiarios: Cofinanciadores: 
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ACTION AREAS 
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ACTIONS AND EXTENSION OF THE PROJECT 

duration 

2017 2018 2019 2020 

IV I II III IV I II III IV I II III IV 
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PURCHASE OF PLOTS AROUND BOADA LAGOON 
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ACCIONES DE COMPRA DE TERRENOS 

PURCHASE OF PLOTS AROUND BOADA LAGOON 
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ACCIONES DE CONSERVACIÓN 

VEGETATION MANAGEMENT BY LIVESTOCK GRAZING 
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REED CUTTING. Tractor 
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288 ha mowed 



REED CUTTING. Amphibious machine 
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85 ha mowed 



VEGETATION CONTROL BY TOPSOIL REMOVAL 
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5 ha removed 



PLANTING HERBACEOUS SPECIES AND BUSH GROVES 
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11.235 plantations 



HYDRAULIC WORKS FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF FLOODING AND 

WATER MANAGEMENT 
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HYDRAULIC WORKS FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF FLOODING AND 

WATER MANAGEMENT 
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INVASIVE AMERICAN MINK (Neovison vison) MANAGEMENT: CONTROL AND 

ERADICATION 
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59 captures 



INDICATORS FROM VEGETATION COVER AND COMPOSITION 
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MONITORING OF AQUATIC WARBLER ACROSS PROJECT SITES 

 

Prenuptial passage 

on the 

Mediterranean coast 

and post-nuptial 

passage in the 

Iberian inland. 

Campaigns 2018, 

2019 y 2020 

 

Coastal wetlands of the Comunidad Valenciana:  

40 aquatic warblers captured. 

Inland wetlands of Castilla-La Mancha:  

2 aquatic warblers captured. 

Inland wetlands of Castilla y León:  

109 aquatic warblers captured. 

 

It represents the 50,8% of the whole aquatic warbler 

captures in Spain in the period 2018-2020 
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Historical data of the ACROLA index during the postnupcial passage in La Nava 

lagoon. 2018-2020 
 

MONITORING OF AQUATIC WARBLER ACROSS PROJECT SITES 
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Historical data of the percentage of juveniles during the postnupcial passage in 

La Nava lagoon. 2018-2020 
 

MONITORING OF AQUATIC WARBLER ACROSS PROJECT SITES 
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MONITORING OF AQUATIC WARBLER ACROSS PROJECT SITES 
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ACROLA index values ​​during the postnuptial passage in the wetlands of the 

Iberian inland (Castilla-La Mancha). 2018-2020 
 

Only two captures in three years of post-

nuptial campaigns. 

Wetlands with very low water level H
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ACROLA index values ​​during the prenuptial passage in the marshes of the 

Mediterranean coast (Comunidad Valenciana). 2018-2020 
 

MONITORING OF AQUATIC WARBLER ACROSS PROJECT SITES 
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Records database creation and whole bibliography compilation of the species in Spain 

 

Survey to managers and its conservation experts in each autonomy. 

 

Request to category change, inclusion as Vulnerable in the National Catalog of 

Threatened Species 

 

Scientific technical bases for the conservation of the aquatic warbler in Spain that 

includes the situation of the aquatic warbler in each Autonomous Community. 

 

National conservation strategy for the aquatic warbler draft 

 

Development of an Agro-environmental Program for the wetlands vegetation 

management. 
 

NATIONAL STRATEGY FOR THE AQUATIC WARBLER 

CONSERVATION AND AFTER-LIFE CONSERVATION PLAN 
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Worldwide situation 

  - Decline in population size 

  - Reduction of the distribution area 

Spanish situation 

Importance of the Iberian Peninsula 

  - Postnuptial passage 

  - Prenuptial passage 

Request to change from “Special Protection Regime in the List of Wild 

Species” to “Vulnerable” in the National Catalog of Threatened 

Species 

Scientific argumentation model for proposals for inclusion, exclusion or change of 

category of taxa in the List of Wild Species under Special Protection Regime or/in the 

Spanish Catalog of Threatened Species 
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NATIONAL STRATEGY FOR THE AQUATIC WARBLER 

CONSERVATION AND AFTER-LIFE CONSERVATION PLAN 

Bolle, 1854
Stenhouse, 1921

Bernis, 1954

Crú, 1903

Munn, 1921

Valverde, 1954
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NATIONAL STRATEGY FOR THE AQUATIC WARBLER 

CONSERVATION AND AFTER-LIFE CONSERVATION PLAN 

Total appointments 

until 2019 

 

3.159 entries 

(captures+visuals) 

(950 references) 

 

3.053 different 

individuals 

 

217 wetlands 

Prenuptial passage: 

310 individuals 
 

Postnuptial passage: 

2.735 individuals 
 

Invernal period: 

4 individuals 
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ACCIONES DE GESTIÓN Y FUNCIONAMIENTO DEL PROYECTO 
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6 ornithological notes published in Ardeola magazine 

5 scientific journal articles (4 published and 1 sent) 
Miguélez, D., Zumalacárregui, C., Guillem, A., Tirado, M., Marín, P., Piera, M., Polo, T., Monrós, J., Mompó, C. & Oliver, R. 

2019. Importancia de los humedales del litoral valenciano para la migración del carricerín cejudo Acrocephalus paludicola. 

Nemus, 9: 118-127. 

Miguélez, D., Velasco, T., Zumalacárregui, C., Sánchez, L. & Buendía, E. 2019. Situación del carricerín cejudo Acrocephalus 

paludicola en Castilla-La Mancha. Sabuco, 13: 89-113. 

Miguélez, D. & Zumalacárregui, C. 2019. La migració de la boscarla d’aigua Acrocephalus paludicola a les illes Balears. 

Anuari Ornitògic de les Balears 2018, volumen 33. pp. 1-12. GOB. Palma. 

Miguélez, D., Arroyo, J. L. & Zumalacárregui, C. 2020. Revisión del estatus del carricerín cejudo Acrocephalus paludicola en 

Andalucía. Revista de la Sociedad Gaditana de Historia Natural. 
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• First historical record of a hunted bird in La Albufera in 1903. 

• Since then 356 individuals registered in 36 wetlands. 

• 193 ringed, 162 visual records and 1 hunted. 

• Aiguamolls de l'Empordà, Delta de l'Ebre, Marjal del Moro and La Albufera stand out. 
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SPANISH MEDITERRANEAN COAST 
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• 70% of individuals registered in prenuptial passage. Maximum in April. 

• 30% in postnuptial passage. Maximum in September. 

 

• Most of the individuals registered in the prenuptial passage in Spain, 89%, on the 

Mediterranean coast. 

• Only 4% of the postnuptial passage in Spain recorded on the Mediterranean coast. 

 

• The historical percentage of juveniles in postnuptial passage is 80%. 
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AUTUMN PASS 

 

• Very scarce passage, less important than prenuptial passage. 

 

• Aquatic warblers also chooses marshes on the Mediterranean coast. 

 

• The recent route discovered for the postnuptial passage through the north of the 

Mediterranean, may imply that the wetlands of the Mediterranean coast can serve as an 

entrance to the Iberian Peninsula. Thus, their presence in July-August is likely to be 

underestimated and the real role these wetlands play is unknown, at least for 

adults. 

 

• The specific campaign in NP El Hondo in August 2020 did not catch any aquatic 

warbler. 

 

• The percentage of juveniles in postnuptial passage, 80%, similar to that registered in 

other areas of the eastern third of the Peninsula where adult records are scarcer. 
 

SPANISH MEDITERRANEAN COAST 
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SPRING PASS 

 

• The numerous catches in the specific banding campaigns in the LIFE Paludicola 

reflect that the importance of the Iberian Mediterranean coastal wetlands in the prenuptial 

passage may have been underestimated. 

 

• Chooses marshes on the Mediterranean coast 

 

• The prenuptial campaigns indicate: 

• intermediate weight and fat parameters compared to Iberia and lower than in 

France 

• and very low recapture rates. 

• Mediterranean coastal wetlands are preferably used: 

• as stopping and resting areas during the day, 

• to a lesser extent to recharge energy reserves. 

• and that prenuptial migration is more direct between North African 

wetlands and nursery areas 
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FINAL CONFERENCE LIFE PALUDICOLA 

Mitad del siglo XX Siglo XXI
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FINAL CONFERENCE LIFE PALUDICOLA 

SPANISH MEDITERRANEAN COAST 
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