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Economic incentives and ecological losses:    
how subsidies contribute to the conversion 
of peatlands and wetlands into arable land











Some of our results:

We work towards improving legislation. In recent years, with our participation, a law 
introducing the conservation of naturally afforested agricultural lands, steppes, and 
grasslands was adopted; Cabinet of Ministers resolutions were passed on creating protective 
zones for biodiversity preservation and new rules for forest management planning.



The importance of peatlands and wetlands:
- biodiversity conservation;
- climate regulation (carbon storage);
- water purification and regulation of the hydrological cycle;
- and many other things…

However, this areas are rapidly disappearing due to agricultural development. 
This is because their conservation is not sufficiently regulated.

On the contrary, there is an incentive to plow land to support the economy and 
food security of the country. 

In Ukraine, arable land accounts 
for 56.8% of the country 
(World Bank data).



Incentives to increase arable land:
- “Ukraine is the breadbasket of Europe”; 

- stimulate the expansion of arable land;

- low state control over land use;

- subsidies for land reclamation (drainage, irrigation);

- the Government plans to provide subsidies for the use of degraded, 
unproductive and contaminated land;

 - lack of understanding that ecosystem services have a value.



Directions of agricultural policy
Vitaliy Koval, Minister of Agrarian Policy, notes that the priorities for 2025 
include European integration, demining of agricultural land and returning it to 
cultivation, digitalization, development of agro-processing, support for small 
and medium-sized farmers, especially in the frontline areas, development of 

livestock, fisheries and melioration. 

https://minagro.gov.ua/news/u-minahropolityky-vyznachyly-priorytety-diialnosti-na-2025-rik
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There is no specific legislation on the 
protection and use of peatlands in Ukraine

The Land Code of Ukraine. 

Article 150. 

1. Particularly valuable lands include:
...
b) peatlands with a peat depth of more than one meter and drained regardless 
of the depth, peatlands within wetlands of international importance.
...
3. The peculiarities of the legal regime of land use under peatlands and possible 
types of their designated purpose are determined by the Cabinet of Ministers 
of Ukraine.



Does Ukrainian law protect wetlands?
For water bodies, the law establishes coastal protection strips, which are 
protected areas that cannot be plowed. Their width is regulated - from 25 
meters to 200 meters. But, as I said earlier, Ukraine has low state control over 
land use, so such buffer zones are often plowed up.



Solutions for peatland  and wetlands conservation:

- strengthen control and responsibility for the use of land within the 
wetlands and peatlands.

- provide support to farmers who do not violate environmental legislation. 

- develop a Regulation on peatlands; 

- create protected areas and zones;

- to unite with foreign partners to 
preserve the world's wildlife and 
prevent climate change…
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