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History

Irdyn Swamp was once the site of extensive peat
extraction activities. The first attempts to develop
the peat resources began in 1856, followed by
intensified operations in 1915 and 1921. Drainage
and extraction works continued until 1963, including
the construction of a narrow-gauge railway and the
use of mechanization. However, over time, these
activities ceased, and the swamp now holds
potential to become a national park. Today, the area
is actively used for water-based tourism, attracting photo by Andriy Chuyashenko
enthusiasts of outdoor activities, particularly those
enjoying kayaking and canoeing.




Connectivity

The proposed national park area is part of the
Emerald Network site UA0O000254 Cherkaskyi Bir
and encompasses more than 10 nature reserves,
among which the Hydrological Reserve of local
significance "lrdyn Swamp" Is particularly
important. Currently, over 250 populations of
protected species have been recorded in the area.
Of the 93 protected species, 29 are listed in the
Red Book of Ukraine, 9 are in the IUCN Red List,
and 13 species are protected under the Bern
Convention. Notably important species include the
Apollo butterfly (Parnassius mnemosyne) and the
large oak longhorn beetle (Cerambyx cerdo).

photo by Andriy Chuyashenko




Characteristics

Irdyn Swamp is a nature reserve of national
importance located in the Cherkasy oblast of
Ukraine. It is a unique wetland ecosystem that
includes a significant area of bogs, where rare
species of plants and animals are presented. The
swamp holds a high conservation status, as it
supports rich biodiversity, including numerous
species listed in the Red Book of Ukraine and
international nature protection lists. It is home to
waterfowl, rare amphibians, and other important
species of flora and fauna. The area features
diverse natural conditions, ranging from oligotrophic
to eutrophic bogs, which fosters the development of
various ecosystems. Typical species of the forest-
steppe zone can be found here, along with rare
plants such as the intermediate bladderwort
(Utricularia intermedia) and the grapevine snail
(Eobania vermiculata). The swamp Is also an
important site for nesting and resting migratory
birds. Irdyn Swamp is not only a protected area but
also a vital part of the natural landscape, influencing
ecological stability in the region. The conservation
of this area is crucial for preserving wetland
ecosystems in Ukraine, as such territories are
becoming increasingly rare due to human impact.

—

photo by Andriy Chuyashenko




Problems and threats

The process of establishing the national park is
ongoing, but it is an extremely complex process in
Ukraine. It must take into account the interests of all
land users, who typically do not support the
creation of protected areas. This creates significant
challenges, as the interests of local communities,
businesses, and other stakeholders often conflict
with conservation goals. The difficulty in balancing
these interests poses a threat to the successful
establishment and long-term protection of the
national park.

photo by Andriy Chuyashenko
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Monitoring

Each year, several expeditions are carried out with the aim of mapping populations of plant and animal species
that are protected under Ukrainian and international legislation. The expeditions focus on collecting data on
the biodiversity of the area and assessing the conservation status of these species. Detailed information about
the biodiversity of the site is available in the dedicated iNaturalist project, which can be accessed at




Restoration action

From 2019 to 2024, the Ukrainian Nature Conservation Group (UNCG) has been conducting campaign for the
establishment of the "Irdynske" National Nature Park.
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http://www.peatlandrestorationatlas.org/

